
          WELCOME CLASS of 2027!!
             This is your graduation invitation  
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2This will be your graduation!!



It will be a memorable Milestone!!
Let’s get you ready!! 
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                            9th grade! 
How to make the most of your freshman year!! 
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WHAT WE WILL COVER
▶ Counselors
▶ Graduation Requirements and Bright Futures

▶ Transcripts and GPA

▶ Community Service

▶ Advanced Placement 

▶ Dual Enrollment Options

▶ NCAA/NAIA
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SCHOOL COUNSELORS

BOR - CRI  →  Mr. Alexander Botchen

CRO - FOR    →   Mrs. Melinda Correa 

FOS - Hernandez   →  Mrs. Rosana Perez 

Hernandez Acuna - LOP   →   Mrs. Monique Rivers 

LOS - MORE   →   Mrs. Fallon Crosby (9th  A-Ars) 

MORG - PER    →   Mrs. Angela Spangler 

PES - ROME   →   Ms. Angeli Tiggleman (9th Arz-Bon)

ROMI - TAS   →   Mr. Stephen Javaruski 

TAV - Z   →   Mrs. Manek Chuganey 

College & Career Specialist  -  Ms. Shanel Morris 
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
• Earn 24 credits

• A cumulative unweighted GPA of 2.0 or better

• World Language: Not required to graduate 
however it is needed for BF/College 
Admissions 

• Passing score on FAST/ELA Reading (or 
SAT/ACT concordant score)

• Passing score on B.E.S.T Algebra 1 EOC (or 
PSAT/SAT/ACT concordant score)

• Sitting for and completing the Geometry, 
Biology, and US EOCs

Subject Area Credit total
English 4.0
Math- Alg 1/Geo 4.0
Science - Bio 3.0
Social Studies
World Hist
American Hist
US Govt and 
Economics

3.0

Practical/Fine 
Arts/CTE

1.0

HOPE 1.0
Electives 7.5
Personal Fin. Lit. 0.5
World Language 0

7



Do You Know The Answer? True or False

1. What I do in 9th grade won’t affect anything in my 
following years of high school. 

2. Although a grade of a D gets me credit for a 
course, it negatively affects my GPA.

3. Partial credit for assignments can make a big 
difference in the final outcome of my grade.

4. My grades/GPA have an effect on my participation 
in other campus activities.
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What I do in 9th grade won’t affect anything in my 
following years of high school.

▶ FALSE
▶ Your high school years are cumulative – meaning 

everything you do from the start of 9th grade till 
the end of 12th grade counts!!! Therefore, you 
should consider what you want your final 
outcome for high school to be and be working on 
it now.
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Although a grade of a D gets me credit for a course, 
it negatively affects my GPA.

▶ TRUE

▶ Although a D will get you credit for a course, it only 
counts for 1 point on the grade point scale and 
therefore could present a problem when it comes to 
your GPA calculation.

▶ EX: If a student has 4 D’s, 2 C’s, and a B, what is their 
GPA? 

▶ Does the GPA meet the requirements of their GPA for 
graduation?
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GPA…How does it work?
Each grade you earn is worth a certain number of points.

Un-weighted

 A = 4
B = 3
C = 2
D = 1
F = 0

Weighted 
(Honors)

 A = 5
B = 4
C = 3
D = 1
F = 0

Weighted 
(AP/AICE/DualEnroll.)

 A = 6
B = 5
C = 4
D = 1
F = 0

* Note that D’s and F’s do not receive weighted points!
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Let’s Try It...

■ HOPE - C
■ World History - C
■ Physical Science  – D
■ Band 1 – C
■ English 1 – B
■ Algebra 1 – C
■ Intensive Reading - D

*Note that this student 
passed all 7 courses, 
HOWEVER…

To calculate GPA, add up the 
total number of points 
earned. 

■ 2+2+1+2+3+2+1=13
Then divide the total by the 

number of courses taken.

■ 13/7=1.8571

■ This student has a 1.8571 
GPA and therefore is not on 
track for graduation.
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Partial credit for assignments can make a big 
difference in the final outcome of my grade.

▶ TRUE
▶ Receiving partial credit for an assignment can 

make a big difference in the outcome of your 
grade.

▶ Consider the following scenario for a student 
who receives no credit vs. partial credit for 
assignments:
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What a Difference Half Credit Makes!
Assignment 1 = 80
Assignment 2 = 0
Assignment 3 = 75
Assignment 4 = 60
Assignment 5 = 100
Assignment 6 = 0
Assignment 7 = 79
Assignment 8 = 0
Assignment 9 = 95
Assignment 10= 80

Total Points/# of Assignments 569/10 = 56.9

* This student earned an F for the 9 weeks

Assignment 1 = 80
Assignment 2 = 50
Assignment 3 = 75
Assignment 4 = 60
Assignment 5 = 100
Assignment 6 = 50
Assignment 7 = 79
Assignment 8 = 50
Assignment 9 = 95
Assignment 10= 80

Total Points/# of Assignments 719/10 = 71.9

* This student earned a C for the 9 weeks
14



From Final Grades to GPA

If the student from the last example 
gets C’s in two of his courses instead of 
F’s due to getting partial credit on 
assignments, look how big of a 
difference it could make in his GPA!!!
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My grades/GPA have an effect on my participation 
in other campus activities.

▶ TRUE

▶ Your GPA is part of your sports eligibility. A 2.0 is required, NCAA 
requires higher.

▶ Many of the clubs and organizations on campus also have a GPA 
requirement.

▶ Some organizations outside of school use your grades/GPA as a 
consideration, including Homecoming and/or Prom.

▶ And postsecondary studies will use your grades/GPA to determine 
admittance into their institution.
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How can you improve your GPA?

■ Earn A’s and B’s and DO NOT earn D’s or F’s

■ If you must retake a course because you earned a D or F for 
grade forgiveness, earn a B or better the 2nd time.
■ Summer School
■ Credit Recovery on Edgenuity
■ Orange County Virtual School/Florida Virtual School

■ Florida Virtual School (www.flvs.net) – take a new course and 
earn an A or B (ex. Drivers Ed., Peer Counseling)
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ALTERNATIVE ED OPTIONS
School to Work Programs: 
● Simon Youth Academy
● Universal Education Center 
● Randall Academy
_________________________________________
● Project Compass
ALS Education: 
● Econ River High School
Benefits: 
● Smaller class sizes
● Academic & Potential employment 

opportunities
● High School Diploma 
● Bus Transportation provided for some sites
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    BRIGHT FUTURES 
$**==$$ 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE
Go to: https://lakenonahs.ocps.net/student_services/community_service_hours or pick up a printed form in Student Services. 

★ *Unpaid & Paid Hours can now be combined to meet requirement** 
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Procedure for unpaid Service Hours

● Obtain the Community Service Form

● Find an organization you are interested 

in volunteering with

▪ should be a non-profit 

organization

● Once complete turn in the completed 

form with Student, Parent and Site 

Supervisor Signature and Reflection

Procedure for Paid  Hours

● Secure a place of employment

● Obtain the Community Service Form

● Work 100 hours keeping track on your pay stubs 

showing number of hours worked

● Once you have obtained 100 paid hours turn in 

paystubs along with a reflection of your time and  

Student and Parent Signature



HONORS/AP COURSE OPPORTUNITIES

Art History Biology Calculus AB Calculus BC

Capstone Research Capstone Seminar Chemistry Computer Science Principles

Computer Science A English Language  and 
Composition

English Literature and 
Composition

Environmental Science

European History French Language and Culture Human Geography Macroeconomics

Music Theory Physics 1 Physics C:  Mechanics Pre-Calculus

Spanish Language and Culture Spanish Literature and 
Culture

Statistics Studio Art: 2-D Design Portfolio

Studio Art: Drawing Portfolio United States Government 
and Politics

United States History World History
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                            AICE Courses

This year we offer the following AICE 
Courses:
● AICE General Paper
● AICE Psychology
● AICE Digital Media
● AICE Portuguese Language
● AICE Spanish Language
● AICE Tourism and Travel

● Benefits
○ Same weight as AP and DE
○ Chance to earn college 

credit
■ Exam at end of year

○ Prepare for life after high 
school

○
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STANDARDIZED TEST
■ PSAT (Practice SAT)

■ 9th, 10th, and 11th grade students take this test in October
■ 11th grade students should take the test to try to score high enough to qualify for certain scholarship programs

■ SAT (College Admissions test)
■ Should take starting in 11th grade
■ 2 sections (Evidence Based Reading/Writing and Mathematics)
■ Free practice available: www.khanacademy.org/sat

■ ACT (College Admissions test)
■ Should take starting in 11th grade
■ 4 sections (English, Mathematics, Reading, & Science) plus an optional Writing section (Writing section may be required by 

some colleges)
■ Highest Score is a 36
■ Beginning September 2020, you can just take specific sections

CLT (Classic Learning Test) www.cltexam.com
Can be used as Math/Reading Concordant Scores for Graduation

● Quantitative Reasoning  (Math) - 11
● Verbal Reasoning & Grammar/Writing (Reading) - 36 Sum 

Can be used for Bright Futures score Eligibility
● FAS - 96  Composite
● FMS - 84 Composite 23



DUAL ENROLLMENT

VALENCIA COLLEGE

● Unweighted GPA of a 3.0 
or Higher

● Open Enrollment twice a 
year 

● Must pass the PERT 

UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL 
FLORIDA

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA 
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Collegiate Academy-Current 9th ONLY
▶ Must be enrolled in an AP class in 9th grade
▶ Must be able to maintain a 3.0 unweighted GPA
▶ Sophomore Schedule

▶ Fall-New Student Experience and Fundamentals of Speech
▶ Spring-Introduction to Humanities and Intro to Sociology

▶ After 10th, students have full reign of Valencia courses
▶ PERT scores and not needing to have a parent with you 

on campus
▶ Applications will open in Spring only for rising 9/10th 

graders zoned for LNHS.
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DUAL ENROLLMENT: OTC

■ Rising Junior or Senior 
■ At least a 2.0 unweighted GPA
■ On track for graduation
■ Three free elective periods available in 

your schedule
■ While at the tech college campus, you 

are engaged in hands-on learning 
taught by industry professionals.

■ You can also gain industry certifications 
while earning  dual enrollment credit.

■ It can mean a higher starting wage for 
a high school graduate.
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CTE: INDUSTRY CERTIFICATION
▶ Career & Technical Education 

(CTE) courses are classes in which 
students can earn an industry 
certification

▶ Will lead to an acceleration point
▶ What is an industry certification?

▶ Can be placed on your resume
▶ Can get you a higher position in a 

job than standard entry level
▶ Can earn you more $$$
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               Lake Nona Academies/Pathways
● Agriscience Academy

● Criminology Academy

● Collegiate Academy (MUST TAKE AN 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT CLASS)

● Health Science Academy
○ LPN Program

● Digital Media Academy
○ Digital Media
○ Digital Video
○ 3D Animation

● Engineering Academy

● Early Childhood Academy

● World Languages Academy

● Performing Arts Academy
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NCAA & NAIA
If you are a high school athlete looking to 
play sports at the collegiate level. Please 
understand if you failed any core-courses. 
You will not be able to recover any courses 
on Edgenuity. 

DIVISION l, ll, and lll Eligibility 

➔ Complete 16 NCAA - approved core courses 
in the correct subject.

➔ Earn a minimum core-course GPA of 2.300 
for Division l and 2.200 for Division ll.

➔ Graduate on time!
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COLLEGE AND CAREER CENTER
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● Lake Nona website  > student services > college and career center 
https://lakenonahs.ocps.net/student_services/college___career_center 

start reading and researching about colleges and careers! it is not too   

early!! 

● See College & Career Instagram & School Website

        https://www.instagram.com/lnhscollegeandcareer/  
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College & Career 
Readiness 

STAY ORGANIZED! 
It’s a GREAT place to get started! 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/ 

For students that are unsure of what they want 
to do after High School, think about what you 

enjoy doing!!!!



In your folder you will receive the following…
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Final Notes….
▶ Please email your counselor if you have any questions about 

anything presented. We are here to support and help you. Do not 
be afraid to come to us! 

▶ Do as well as you can in your classes, communicating with your 
teacher is key in building a professional relationship and 
academic support. 

▶ We will meet again in the Spring to go over current standing, and 
course selection for the fall 2024.

▶ 9/10 Parent Night 12/11 in PAC Spanish 5:30 pm, English 7:00pm
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“You cannot dream of becoming something you do not know about. You have to learn 

to dream big. 

Education exposes you to what the world has to offer, to the possibilities open to you."

Sonia Sotomayor

Student Services 

We are here to support you in your  journey to success!

CLASS OF 2027!!!!


